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ANREDE
- Gentlemen and Ladies,

o  We expressly wélcdme the initiative of the UN Economic and Social Council to ’.
make the topic “Education and Devélbpment” the topical focus of this year’s \

High-level Segment. We all agree that the educational goals are at the heart of

the international development agenda. -

o | am therefore very pleased to be able to make a presentation today about how
German develdpment policy is contributing to the achiévement of the
Millennium Development Goals (IVIDGS) and the Educatlon for All (EFA)

goals by supportmg educatlon in developmg countries and emerglng

. economies. -

What education means for development

i

® Su."ppp‘rt for edu‘cation is very much a core instrument of Ge‘rm‘an ,

development cooperation.

e That is because we regard education as a prerequisite for.development in

all areas — i.e. for eodnomic, political, social and cultural development.

’

o We are all agreed that educatlon is essential for achlevmg all the MDGs and

that it is also a catalyst for other development pollcy goals such as Cllmate

i

B _protection and good governance.
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e In addition to that, education - regardless of'devélopmen-t policy go‘als —is a

human right. and thérefor‘é something we should be supporting per se!

o Good education is active poverty reduction. Eépeoially in developing
countries and particularly in crisis regions, fragile states or in the case of
disadvantaged groups, education and training are a way to escape the -

downWard spiral of poverty and lack of prospécts.

» Forexample, each additional year of education and training increases a

person’s avérage earnings over his or her lifetime by 10 per cent.

« Only when people receive a sound education do they have the chance to take

“control of their own desﬁn.ie's, make decisions and bring about change.

o Thus the sustainable and successful devello‘pm'ent of a country dépends very

much on a functioning, high-quality education system with fair access fof all. -

..o Inour view; strong partner countries with a well-educated population are
. very important for jointly overcoming global challenges!

(: /\J

Deficits in the education sector in developing countries
« . However,'we all know that many countries — and by that | do not just mean
‘developing countries — are still miles away from reaching the EFA goals and

the MDGs and that they have major deficits in the:education sector.

o There are about 6% million children across the world who do not attend

“-school at all, and more than half of them are girls. Aimost half of all the
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children in the world who do not go to school live in Africa, with-a further

quarter living in South and Western Asia.

in developmg countries only about one quarter of the populatlon has

mastered basic Skl“S like readmg and wrltmg even if they finished school..

~This is because, very often, the teachers are not trained well enough, so that

their pupilé have still not acquired basic skills even after attending school for
five years. One area of action for our devélobment cooperation is therefore

addressing the poor quality of education.

~ There are many places where school infrasfructure and supplies of teaching
lma’gériélsare lacking in state schools and educational establishments. For

. example, thé.r_e,are no pencils, no.boards to write on, no books and sometimes

noteven a rodf overhead so that the‘pupils are pfoitected from the elements:

And the classes are often too big, so that thére é're about 30 countries’”

around the warld where a pupil-teacher ratio of 40:1 has still to be achieved.

In many countries, girls are denied access to education. In'some cases there

are only about 60 girls attendihg school for every 100 bbys.

Sometimes whole sections of the population are excluded from access to
education - ethnic minorities, members of a religious community; child

labourers, pveople with handicaps or socialiy weak members of society.

Democracy, the rule of law and peace are in danger when equal access.to

education is not safegdarded.EdUcationa_il poverty divides sbgietieé and

&

-cements unjust structures.
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Another challenge is that, in the poorest countries, only a fraction of those born

-

in each year graduate from university. For many the costs of further

education and university are too high.

~In many countries, the education budgeét is under_financed.‘ This means, for

example, that teachers’ salaries are not paid or are so low that educated

people do not want to be teachers.

~When we talk about education we mainly think of schoolchildren. But

educational poverty does not stop at children: the number of illiterate adults is

also alarmingly high: there are 759 million people in the world who are not-

.ahble' to read or write. By comparison: Europe has about 739 million inhabitants. -

More than half of all iliiterate people live in just 4 Asian countries. In sub-

Saharan Africa one in-three a_d'ults'-is illite'rate.

That is why the German government says: Educétion is the key to

-development!

What do we mean by'tHat? How is German development cooperation .h_ellping

to promote education?
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How education is viewed within German development cooperation

For the German government supporting education is extremely important
and there is a consensus among all German ministries that more should be

done to achieve a sustainable improvement in education as part of our’

~ cooperation with developihg and emerging countries.

A good example to show just how important education is felt to be is the
German government’s Africa Strategy, which was recently adopted and

which all German ministries were involved in preparing.

The German govemrﬁent has made education ohe of the key areas of

| Germah devvel.opm_ent policy.

“Thus we are working to bring about free écgess to high-quality education for all

people throughout all phases of their lives.

. As we support education in developing and emerging countries we aré stfiving,

with our partners, to achieve the sustainable strengthening of education

systems as a whole.

With lifeldng Iéarning'as our guiding principle, we are therefore advocating -
a holistic approach to education, one that takes all forms and areas of *
education into account — from early childhood education to primary education,

¢

to secondary education, to technical vocational education and training (TVE'T),

higher education and adult education.

: 'Using this approach we are seeking to support the efforts of our pértnen

. countries to be able to offer all people high;quality education accessible at

all times in accordancé with their situatibn‘ in life, skills and educational rieeds.
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‘e No one should be excluded, at any phase of their lives!

New BMZ Education Strategy

. o Forthe first time Ge‘rmany"has-t:herefore drawn up an education strategy for '

German development policy that addresses all areas of education — from

early childhood education to adult.education.

e " Together with our partners within Germany and abroad we have identified ten
objectives to be pursued so as to provide sus_tafnable support for education in :

' developing and emerging countries and contribute to.the achievement of the

MDGs: )
o The Education S{rategy'is intended as a guideline for all ofﬁoial German

development oooperatlon maklng cooperatlon in the educatlon sector more

' efficient, effective and coordmated

\

o [ also consider it important to emphasise that the format for this Strategy is

" new! Itis a political reference document —and not a technical

implementation handbook!

° ‘I\/Ioreover as the Education Strategy shows, a new era of cooperatlon has
~ begun in German development polloy the elaboratlon of the Educatlon
Strategy was and is a joint process, one in which all our partners are involved

— from civil society to the private seotor.

» Federal Minister Niebel presen;ced the draft Strategy at an‘international
conference in Berlin on 1 March’ 2011, wh.ere it was discussed with

representatives from the fields of science, civil society, business and politics.
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Since the draft was presented we have been busy discussing and further

elaborating particularly.important and Complex aspects of the Strategy within

the framework of expert conferences with national and international partners.

Today is also a very good opportunity for doing this! I look forward to hearing
your comments. For example, we have already received valuable
suggestions from the FT| Secretariat. | would Iiké to take this opportunity to say’

thank you.-fbr the input!

We will continue gathering, discussing and considering-all written and spoken

comments until 18 September and will strive to include them in the draft

Education Strategy as far as possible, so that we can present a final version

. towards the end of this year. -

| would like to briefly outlihe foryou the ten objéctives of the Education

- Strategy:

One: We will be increasing funding for education worldwide. - For example, in

4\

© 2010, we increased our bilateral cpmmitménts for education by a good 10 per

cent against 2009 and we will contiriue to increase them.

And. because we see Africa as a continent of opportunities, we want to"sltep up .

- our. efforts in the field of education in Africa in particular. In-2009, some 50 per

cent of.G‘erman ODA for basic education was already going to Africa. Our

target is to double bilateral funding for education in Africa by 2013.

And we hope to make education one of the agreed priority areas of

cooperation with an increasing number of partner countries. In addition,






we will of course continue to support education even when it is not a priority

area.

“Two: We want to support the whole spectrum of education and strengthen

education systems in their éntirety. We all know that it is essential when you

start providing support for primary education that you have some idea what will,

become of the eventual school leavers.

To complement our bilateral education programmes for developing countries .

. we also want to carry on being act'ive'ly involved in the education pledges of

°
U

the multilateral organisations and the EU, discussing our holistic approach '

11

in those forums.

Three: We Want to improve the quality of basic education and access to it,

because basic education is the foundation of the entire education system and

of each individual learning experience.

For us, kéy areas here, especially for quality improbement, are gender
equality, promoting education from early childhood onwards, integrating

particUIarIy‘disadvantaged groups and teacher trainihg:

And we 'Want to furth‘er»'strengthen the Education for All - Fast Track

Initiative, which is a very important multilateral approach in the area of primary
education. In order to establish more effective procedurés and structures and
also increase the pblitical will of all the partners involved in this initiative, we

are going to be working to move the reform of EFA-FTI-forward.

. Within the framework of our bilateral cooperation in the education sector we

see a speéial responsibility in the case of fragile states a{ad states facing
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conflict situations. We are therefore using bilateral resources in close

cooperation with the Fast Track Initiative for a regional programme in Africa

- that supports partner countries when they apply for FTI funds. |

Four: For fifty years Germany has been a reliable, innovative and valued
partner in the field of technical vocational education and training (TVET) and
also the world’s biggest donor in this field, with ODA disbursements of

75 million euros in 2009. And we plan to expand TVET still further.

Building on the basic principles of the dqal vocational training system —
particularly demand-oriented, decentralised, practice-based, modular training —

we will therefore be initiating neW vocational training partnérships between‘the

. private and the public sector in our partner countries.

"We will be doing more in the wa‘y of working with the private sector to train

skilled workers on the g'ro.u‘nd — especially for sectors of the future such as

renewable energy or natural resources. . ‘ "

l\/loreover we Wouldslike_to tést new development policy instruments and
innovative forms of Cooperation whilst at the same timo involving'all important
players from the field of TVET. That is why wo are Iounching an ideas -
competition for “Innovative partrwershipo between the' BMZ and the private -

seotof and civil society in the field of vocational training”.

Five: Because we do not want the potential that exists in our partner countries
to be squandered a‘ny longer, we will be ‘supporting talented individuals in our

partner countries by expanding higher education.
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We want to provide more support for returnees in order to avdid brain drain

and help boost the academic strata of society in our partner countries.

Six: We wént to test new development instruments and innovative forms

of cooperation.

Seven: We want greater inclusion of all important stakeholders. We see

~ education as a task for society as a whole. Governments, civil society and the

private sector need to talk to one another and cooperate with one another on

creating a palette of educational options that is both needs-oriented and

effective.

o Eightr We will work more closely with the private sector, boosting privéte :

companies by trainingﬂ svkilled speoial,is‘ts - celling on those conﬁpan'ies to do

their bit by providing training places.

Nine: We want to make our effqrte in the field of education more effective.

- Ten: We want to bring develepment policy to the people and raise public -

. awareness with regard to suppe_rting education in developing countries. And |

we want to encourage more civil society involvement in this context.
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Closing remarks

Gentlemen and Ladies, | am really very pleased to have the chance to make -
this presentation today on Germ'an' support for education within the framework
of development policy at such an important event and in front of so many

international partners and partner countries.

| hope that | have been able to show that education is truly a matter of great

concern to the German government.

Germany is seeking with its new Education Strategy to do more to meet its
development policy responSbelmes and to make a very real contribution

towards the achrevement of the MDGs and the Educatlon for All (EFA) goals

| thank-you for"your attention and look forward to continuing our work together!
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